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Bob Schmidt (left), an_officer of NVTB, a firm invelved in the BR Loop propoesition, answers questions #rom Chip Mills
right) ns they lonk hefore a large map showmg thc pr oposed Baton Rouge Loop. Mills, from® Zachmy, said, that he had some
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West Baton Rouge hosted

he first of five Baton Rouge
-oop open house meetings last
week to receive public input
wd provide latest information
iealing with the project.

BR Loop officials, begin-
1ing in Port Allen, held a
series of five meetings
hrowghout  the  parishes
nvolved in the project, includ-
ng WBR, EBR, Ascengion,
ind Iberville; and will be con-
ducting the last of the series of

Livingston Parigh,
Thess in attendance al the

“West Baton Rouge open houss

meeting were gresied with
several stations, cach provid-
ing information concerning the
BR Loop project, which has
dedicated $6.5 million to
research according to WBR
Parish  President,  Riley
“PeeWee" Berthelot.

In o press release, l.oop
officials said thatl this particu-
lar series of open house meet-
ings allowed the public o
review in detail and provide
public input on the corridor

changes that were annoting
by the Capital

large maps inside the Port
Allen Community Center on
the evening of the meeting,
were met with mixed opinions
from attendees from WBR and
swrrounding parishes.

The changes include the
elimination of the northern-
most Mississippi River cross-
ing and the addition of another
Mississippi River crossing
aliernative between the south-
ern city limits of Addis and the
DOW Chemical plant, with

Arca”,
Expressway Authority last fall..
The changes, displayed on

tow vessel 1mv1gatmn
addition, the project teamn has

-1ecommended widening " the
corridor south-of 1-10 in West-

Baton Rouge Parish to allow
for the consideration of fewer
curves and more direct con-
nection to the two river cross-
ings south of Addis,

Chip Mills, 33, of Zachary
said that he does not agree
with certain aspects of the
plan, pointing out that the
loop's current northernmost
Mississippi River crossing
uses an already existing route,

See Loop, Page 3.
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February
BR Loop
Meeting
in Addis
to
address
concerns
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- Wesl Baten Rouge Parish
President Riley “Pec Wee”
Berthelot told the parish coun-
ml last Phuradey that & mest-
chiédilled for 6 p.m.,
af . the  Addis

E 'Commumty Center regardmg

the proposed bypass lcop
around Batoﬁ-Rouge. '
- The meeting will address
design and iand ust concerns.
Eerthelot noted that the meet-
ing is to pive people & better
idea of what the project will be
about, especially concemns as
to what the ‘bridge and inter-
sections will Took like,
‘Berthelot is also meeting
with state officials this week to
discuss use of $3 million in
capital outlay funds for the
parish, which includes funds

‘for- a comnecting roadway
1-between La, 1 and Interstate
-10.

In other business, Besrtheiot

told the council a parish ani-
mal-cantrol ordinance - would

likely be infroduced Iater this
month. The council and parish
administration have been
working on tightening the
parish's animal-control ordi-
nance after several animai
attacks within the last year.

A public hearing will be
held on the proposed ordi-
nance at the Jan. 28 parish
councit meeting at 6:30 pan,
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LOO P Continued from Page 1

] dop't agree with the placement of the Northwestetn qnad-
rant of the loop,” said Mills. “1t doesn't make aiy Sense o use
fhe existing rouie over the Mississippi River.”

Though the exact Placement of the Loop cotitinues to ot nar-
rowed down, the majority of those in -atiendance of the open
house Were pasitive about the idea of the project, which is a pro-
posed 90 miles and $40 billion from completion.

Bill Schultz, 50, of Port Allen said that he believes that the
projecids & necessity forthe area, '

“e-truly-need it badl-with the amonnt of traffic congestion,”
said . Schultz, who is on the Dort Allen Planning and Zoning
Comission. S

e gaid that though his home is very near one section of the
propasedlLoop,' e is all for it. ‘

“] fhink it actually fnrts the west side by not having it,” he
said. - '

Sehiltz, who recently yisited family in Austin, Texas, said
‘that mos_*.tmajox.cities:in the United States have 2 loop around the
city to-case traffic congestion, and Bafon Rouge is long overdue
for one. b - - : i A
“I

ugtin, they are working osr.théir..t:‘n'iﬂ-?qup;ﬁq“, » hesaid.




